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told me that for most of the barley in Hillah the
merchants had paid not more than forty rupees a
ton, while a large proportion of it had been stolen
from the Turkish Government granaries, so my
withers were quite unwrung. I told them that they
had till that night to send their maheilas to Museyib,
where they would get seventy rupees a ton for their
barley, but that if they did not send enough I would
take what I wanted from their granaries and pay
for it at the rate which they themselves had fixed.
Next morning, finding that they had done noth-
ing, I enlisted ten policemen, broke open the nearest
granary and sent a hundred and forty tons by river
to Museyib and a few tons by road. On the follow-
ing day I did the same, but on the third day they
thought better of it and sent up the stuff themselves.
At the same time they sent a long petition to General
Maude, but he merely ordered that their books should
be seized and inspected, with the result that they
were shown to be making a very handsome profit.
I went back to Baghdad soon afterwards, to act
for Colonel Dickson who was away on tour. In his
absence I had more than once to attend General
Maude's weekly meeting of heads of Departments,
at which he used to stand at a small desk, looking
over his glasses at the beribboned staff, who sat
before him like uneasy schoolboys. He had a
wonderful grasp of detail, and delighted in catching
them out one after another. At the first meeting I
attended he went for the Sapper representative.
" How is the bridge over the Diala getting on ? "
he asked.
" Well in hand, sir, well in hand/5 said the
Sapper.
cc Oh ! "—pause.    " I usually find when I am

